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lists among its graduates the likes of Cab 
Calloway, Thurgood Marshall, and as I under-
stand it the school the father of the current 
mayor of Baltimore also attended. 

I understand there are 789 students at Fred-
erick Douglass High School today. Eighty- 
three percent of them are listed in U.S News 
& World Report’s index as economically dis-
advantaged, and only 53 percent of them are 
listed as proficient in English, only 44 percent 
proficient in algebra. 

I understand that Carver Vocational Tech-
nical High is 100 percent minority, with 79 per-
cent of the students economically disadvan-
taged. Coppin Academy, 100 percent minority, 
with 77 percent economically disadvantaged. 

Now, as we listen to all of the pundits, edi-
torial writers reflect on what is taking place or 
has taken place in Baltimore, I would like to 
call attention to the lack of soul-searching that 
is taking place here in this body as we rep-
resent the people of America. We have just 
seen the conference report, or the budget, 
being proposed by the House Republicans. 
That conference agreement guts strategic in-
vestments in education, workforce training, 
public health, scientific research, advanced 
manufacturing, and public safety. It does noth-
ing to help those Americans who are looking 
for jobs. It does nothing to boost paychecks of 
working Americans. It disinvests in America. 

The Republicans’ budget disinvests in 
America by slashing the nation’s commitments 
to education, research, infrastructure, and 
other crucial drivers of economic prosperity. It 
pulls away from the ladders of opportunity that 
helps hard-working Americans get ahead. 

In Education, the Republican Budget kicks 
46,000 children out of Head Start, cuts $1.2 
billion in Title I education funding (enough for 
17,000 teachers and aides serving 1.9 million 
students); cuts $347 million in funding through 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 
(enough for 6,000 special education teachers, 
paraprofessionals, and related staff); 

The Republican Budget also decimates job 
creation. It eliminates job training & employ-
ment services for more than 2.4 million work-
ers; and eliminates the Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnerships, which serve 30,000 small 
manufacturers that contribute to the creation 
of middle-class jobs and economic growth; 

In the area of Housing, the Republican 
budget takes Housing Choice Vouchers away 
from 133,000 families and eliminates afford-
able housing assistance for another 20,000 
families in rural America; 

The Republican budget shreds the social 
safety net. It cuts $300 billion from Agriculture 
Committee programs. The House budget cut 
roughly $200 billion. The Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) is the largest 
spending program in this committee’s jurisdic-
tion and appears to be the primary target of 
this cut (despite the fact that 80% of SNAP 
beneficiaries are children, elderly, disabled, 
someone caring for a child or disabled person, 
or are working); 

My Republican friends underfund veterans’ 
programs. They are proposing $20 billion 
below the President’s request over the next 
ten years. 

They also increase taxes on hardworking 
families while giving massive tax cuts to the 
ultra-wealthy. They increase taxes on a typical 
working family by $2,000, while giving million-
aires an average tax cut of more than 
$200,000; and let the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC), and the Child Tax Credit expire. 

Their budget puts college out of reach for 
millions of students. It freezes the maximum 
Pell grant and eliminates $89 billion in con-
gressionally approved Pell grant increases; 
and cuts total overall support for higher edu-
cation by more than $220 billion in the next 
decade. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF DR. KENNETH MILLER 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize my constituent, Kenneth Mil-
ler, PhD, RN, CFNP, FAAN, FAANP, for his 
service as President this year of the American 
Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP). 

Dr. Miller has had an exemplary career of 
service with more than 44 years of nursing ex-
perience. He received his BSN from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in 1978, a Master’s in 
Medical/Surgery Nursing in 1980, and a PhD 
in Clinical Nursing Research from the Univer-
sity of Arizona in 1983. Dr. Miller received his 
Family Nurse Practitioner post-master’s certifi-
cation from the Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences in 1998. 

Prior to his term as AANP President, Dr. 
Miller served as the Associate Dean for Aca-
demic Administration at The Catholic Univer-
sity of America in Washington, D.C. He was 
also the Director of the School of Nursing for 
the University of Delaware and the Vice Dean 
for Internal Programs and Associate Dean for 
Research and Clinical Scholarship in the Col-
lege of Nursing at the University of New Mex-
ico Health Sciences Center. 

Before his tenure in academia, Dr. Miller 
held professorial positions at the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health Sciences 
and as Director of Clinical Nursing Research 
at the National Naval Medical Center in Be-
thesda, Maryland. Dr. Miller also worked as a 
clinical nurse in medical centers and hospitals 
in California, Arizona and Michigan. In addi-
tion, he served as a Family Nurse Practitioner 
in New Mexico, Delaware and the District of 
Columbia. 

The American Association of Nurse Practi-
tioners is a national professional membership 
organization representing 205,000 nurse prac-
titioners nationally. Under Dr. Miller’s tenure, 
AANP membership has grown to more than 
57,000 members, making AANP the largest 
nurse practitioner organization in the world. 
Dr. Miller has helped lead nurse practitioners 
in transforming patient-centered health care 
and has made tremendous strides in ensuring 
that policy makers and the public understand 
the care that nurse practitioners provide to mil-
lions of Americans each year. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Miller on a successful term as Presi-
dent of the American Association of Nurse 
Practitioners and in thanking him for the excel-
lent care he has and continues to provide to 
his patients and the nurse practitioner profes-
sion. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes: 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Chair, I rise today in support 
of this amendment, of which I am a proud co-
sponsor. 

As a Member of the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee, I regularly speak with both VA 
medical professionals and patients about ad-
vances in care for our nation’s heroes. 

The limited research that has been allowed 
to be conducted has shown very promising re-
sults on the use of medical marijuana for the 
treatment of conditions such as Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder. 

Nearly 1 of 5 veterans from the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan is diagnosed with PTSD and 
we have seen a skyrocketing rate of overuse 
and addiction of powerful painkillers being 
used to treat such illnesses. 

Giving medical professionals additional tools 
to treat these serious ailments is not just com-
monsense, it is the right thing to do. 

Often times we hear elected officials come 
to the well of the House and speak about their 
commitment to our servicemembers and vet-
erans. Today we have an opportunity to do 
more than offer platitudes, we can offer relief: 
relief from the pain and suffering associated 
with PTSD; relief from a medical system with 
little to offer as alternative treatments to pow-
erful and addictive painkillers; relief from the 
fear of being penalized for using medical mari-
juana prescribed by a private doctor; and relief 
to VA medical professionals in the 36 states, 
including Nevada and Washington D.C. where 
medical marijuana is legal, allowing them to 
utilize their medical judgement to determine 
the best treatment options for their patients. 

Forcing the 225,000 veterans who call Ne-
vada home and millions across the country to 
go outside the VA health system to seek treat-
ment, without the supervision and guidance of 
the medical professionals who understand the 
specific needs of our veteran community, is ir-
responsible. 

I call on my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bipartisan amendment and stand 
up for our brave men and women who bear 
the scars of war and who so desperately need 
our support. 
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REINTRODUCING DUWAMISH 
TRIBAL RECOGNITION ACT 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re-
introduce the Duwamish Tribal Recognition 
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